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Item 5.02 Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain Officers; Compensatory
Arrangements of Certain Officers.

On April 29, 2024, James G. Silk resigned as a member of the Board of Directors (the “Board”) of Beneficient (the “Company” or “Ben”) and from his
role as Executive Vice President and Chief Legal Officer of the Company effective May 10, 2024. Mr. Silk’s resignation from the Board was not a result
of a disagreement with the Company or the Board on any matter relating to the Company’s operations, policies or practices, or any other matter.

Following his resignation, Mr. Silk has agreed to continue to serve as a consultant to the Company. In connection with such role, Mr. Silk would receive
an annual payment of $50,000, with such amount to be paid in the Company’s Class A common stock, par value $0.001.

 
Item 8.01 Other Events.

Arbitration Award

As previously disclosed, on December 16, 2022, a former member of the Board of Directors of Ben Management, L.L.C. (“Ben Management”) initiated
a private arbitration in the International Court of Arbitration of the International Chamber of Commerce against the Company, Ben Management,
Beneficient Management Partners, L.P., and Beneficient Management Group, L.L.C., challenging the termination of certain equity awards under two
incentive plans by the administrator of the incentive plans. The claimant sought total damages of $36.3 million plus attorney’s fees and punitive
damages. On April 23, 2024, the sole arbitrator held that in terminating the claimant’s equity awards, the Company had breached its contractual
obligations, and as a result, awarded the claimant $55.3 million in compensatory damages, including pre-judgment interest. Post-judgment interest was
also awarded to claimant. Neither attorneys’ fees nor punitive damages were awarded to the claimant. The Company was also asked to pay arbitration-
related costs in the amount of approximately $128,850. The Company is exploring available options with respect to the award, which, should the
Company be unable to negotiate a settlement with the claimant, may include the filing of a petition or motion to vacate the award under applicable law.
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